Legal Research – Secondary materials: Locating Articles

The starting point for all legal research is the library’s ‘Law Resources’ page - http://www.vanuatu.usp.ac.fj/library/Resource%20Pages/Law.htm 

Finding Specific Articles
If you have a reference to an article in a legal periodical you can check whether the library subscribes to the journal (either in hard copy or online) by using the ‘Law Periodical Locator’ accessible from the Library’s ‘Law Resources’ web page. This is a list of titles arranged in alphabetical order with the format or source of the journal clearly indicated. For example:

Victoria University of Wellington Law Review 1998- (NZ) (or on Lexis/Hein online)

indicates that the journal is available online (the title is a hyperlink) and also on the Lexis and Hein Online databases.

You can now either click on the link to access any full text issues of the journal available on the relevant web site, or you can go to Lexis or Hein Online (using  the links on the Library’s ‘Law Resources’ page), then search for the specific item required.

Finding Articles on a Topic

Browsing bibliographies, selected readings lists, and references in encyclopedias, text books and articles is an excellent way of identifying important articles on a particular topic.

Or you can use an Index to Periodicals. Note that these indexes generally provide only brief information about an article, not the full text. You must then locate the full text using the method described in Finding Specific Articles (see above).  
Having  said that you should be aware that some online periodical indexes may provide links to the full text.  
Examples of periodical indexes are:

Wilson's Index to Legal Periodicals  (1980 - ) *For older articles use the hardcopy bound volumes ‘Index to Legal periodicals’ on the reference shelves.
Lexis Index to Legal Periodicals
Legal Journals Index on Westlaw
Current Index to Legal Periodicals on Westlaw 

Pacific Law Journal Index 
Casebase Case Citator - Journal Articles  
Full Text Articles

Lexis 
Lexis Full Text Law Reviews (US/Canada)
Lexis Full Text Law Reviews (UK)
Lexis Full Text Law Reviews (Australia)
LAWREF;ALLREV – mostly US law reviews
Westlaw 
Selected online journals from US, UK, Canada and Australia

Pacific Law Journal Index

Many items available in full text.


Other Resources
Media & News:

Online Newspapers - http://www.onlinenewspapers.com/
(Links to thousands of newspaper web sites – not all include access to full text archives)

Worldwide – Google News - http://news.google.com/

Pacific – Pacific Law Blog (http://www.vanuatu.usp.ac.fj/library/Resource%20Pages/Lawblog.htm) or Pacific Islands report (http://pidp.eastwestcenter.org/pireport/graphics.shtml)
General article databases:

USP Laucala Library web site provides access to many other databases including ProQuest, EbscoHost and J Stor ( see http://www.usp.ac.fj/index.php?id=4202)
Find Articles – full text articles from more than 300 magazines and journal titles – http://findarticles.com
Article Finder – Abstracts from over 30,000 journals –
http://www4.infotrieve.com/search/databases/newsearch.asp
Ingenta – Index to over 13 million articles – www.ingentaconnect.com
Fulltext Sources Online – Directory of journals, some of which are available in full text -  
http://www.fso-online.com/iarchives.cfm?sid=88086218
FreeFullText.com – Links to more than 7000 scholarly periodicals – www.freeFullText.com
Law Reform Sites:

see Law Reform sites listed on ‘Recommended Internet links’ page (http://www.vanuatu.usp.ac.fj/library/Law%20Reform%20Sites#Law%20Reform%20Sites) - Law reform sites
Also WorldLII Law Reform page: http://www.worldlii.org/int/special/lawreform/
A note about Google

DO NOT USE GOOGLE AS YOUR ONLY  SEARCH TOOL TO IDENTIFY ARTICLES.

The majority of law journals and law reviews are not published freely on the internet.  Using Google only can be inefficient and ineffective even though it gives you the impression that you are getting lots of materials you are probably missing the best.  If you do wish to do general searching on the internet use Law Crawler.  It uses the same search technology as Google but only searches law sites.  Reduces information overload.

