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Emalus Campus  
   Information Literacy Programme

Class Handout
Module 1: Resources Available @ the Emalus Campus Library 

What is Information Literacy?  

• generally defined as the ability to access, evaluate, organize and use information 

from a variety of sources 

• being information literate requires knowing how to: 

· clearly define a subject or area of investigation; 

· select the appropriate terms (or technical words) that express the 

· concept or subject under investigation; 

· formulate a search strategy that takes into consideration different 

· sources of information and the different ways that information is 

· organized; 

· evaluate the data collected for value, relevancy, quality and suitability 

· turn information into knowledge 
• information Literacy (IL) is not the same as computer literacy or library literacy 

- IL goes beyond having access to and knowledge of how to use 

   technology (computer literacy) 

- IL is more than searching through an online catalogue or browsing the shelves
   (library literacy) 

The Need to be Information Literate  

• students who are information literate do better at university, simply because they 

   know how to seek relevant information to help them in their assignments, reports, 

   research and studies 
• information communications technology is dynamic in nature

· with the changing information environment, libraries are also evolving. Therefore,   libraries need to keep up with the changing information environment by  facilitating necessary resources 

· the impact of moving from print-based learning will involve heavier use of 

library materials and a demand for more and varied media sources, 

including print and non-print 

• being information literate is fundamental to life-long learning 
Finding Information @ the Emalus Campus Library
• online catalogue - 



searches for items physically held in the Library 

e.g.



general collection

law collection

reference collection 
permanent reserve

Vanuatu collection

Digital collection
• electronic access - 
retrieves electronically-stored items located either locally or remotely 

e.g. 



online journals 




online databases and indexes
• internet access - 



searches for information on the internet 



e.g.



Google






Wikipedia

Formats of Information @ the Emalus Campus Library 

• printed 
• electronic
• audiovisual 

Online Databases and Indexes 
• online databases are collections of information which are stored electronically and 

   are used to search & retrieve information 
•USPL provides access to online databases that are either subject specific  (subject, e.g. Aquatic   Sciences & Fisheries Abstracts) or multi-disciplinary (many subjects, eg.  ProQuest) 
• many online databases provide full-text access 

Types of Resources in the Emalus Campus  Library  

• legal materials-


legislation; law reports; judicial decisions
• books-



a written or printed work 
• magazines
periodic publication containing miscellaneous articles, news stories and popular material 

• journals-



academic materials that are published periodically, 

• reference books-


books for quick referral and research that are not 

meant to be read from cover to cover 

• government documents-

publications and reports produced by any office of a 






government department 
• newspapers-



recent news, editorials and advertisements local daily






newspapers as well as those for the 

Reference Resources @ the Emalus Campus Library
· reference resources are used when background information is required to begin 


research on a topic 
· background information includes definitions, facts, statistics and overviews 

· they are not meant to be read from cover to cover 

• dictionaries-
explanations and meanings for alphabetically organised terms and topics usually related to a specific subject area 

• encyclopaedias-
contains authoritative summaries on all fields of knowledge which are arranged alphabetically 

• atlases-
collection of maps, charts or plates, often including some geographic information, within a particular subject 

• almanacs & yearbooks-
summary of data and statistics, often limited to the events of the preceding year 

• indexes & abstracts-
alphabetical compilation of bibliographic information (e.g. author, title, publication details) with a summary of the material 

• statistical sources-

 information containing data and figures 
• biographical-

contains essays about the lives of actual people, sometimes limited to those who are ceased 

• handbooks-

contains factual information on a specific subject, organised systematically for quick and easy use 

• manuals-



 instructions for performing a task or operation 
• directories-
an alphabetical list of people’s names and organisations with accompanying details such as addresses, telephone numbers and other pertinent details 

Differences between Popular Magazines and Scholarly Journals 
• at university level, students are required to use reliable and reputable information 

that has passed through some form of editorial checking or undergone some kind 

of fact-checking 

• popular magazines are written for general reading, are usually colourful and 

glossy, with no abstracts or references 

• scholarly magazines contain abstracts and references which are written for a 

particular audience, usually by subject or discipline specialists who use subject 

specific terms 

Other Modules in the Information Literacy Programme 

Module 2: Accessing the USP Library Website and Using the Online Catalogue 

Module 3: Untangle the Web 

Module 4: Critically Evaluating Information Sources 

Need Further Assistance? 

Please visit the Library any time you need help

