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Question 1

“Constitutions should be interpreted liberally in order to do justice to the spirit and
intent of the framers of the constitution. It is only in this way that constitutions can
evolve over time and in response to the changing circumstances of a country.”

Critically discuss this statement. Your answer should address changes tb
constitutional interpretation by the courts particularly in USP countries and sm:ular
jurisdictions have changed over time.

Question 2

The doctrine of separation of powers is clearly established as part of the framework of
the constitutions of the USP countries. Write an essay discussing the operation of this
doctrine with respect to one or more of these constitutions and discuss problems with
its practical application.

Question 3

“The manner in which a constitution is brought into being is not so imﬁortant What is
important is whether is acquires leg1t1macy as a constitution. This principle is clearly
recognised by the courts of the USP region and by other courts in the
Commonwealth.

Write an essay discussing this statement and referring to appropriate judicial
authorities.

Question 4

Write an essay discussing the pnn01ple of judicial review of a constltutlon and how it
applies in theory and practice in the South Pacific region. Your answer can refer to
any of the constitutions of the USP countries.
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Question 5

“Fundamental rights and liberties provisions are an essential part of any constitution.
For one thing they serve to define the basic limits of government power and, in a
basic sense, they define the relationship between the public sector and those who are
subject to its authority and rule.” |

Write an essay discussing this statement and its implications for our understandmg of
constitutions.

Question 6

Write an essay explaining the formal constitutional establishment of the legislature in
any of the USP countries you might choose. You answer should explam the main
features of the legislature and the basis for the exercise of legislative power of the
body or bodies invested with it.

Question 7
There are well established constitutional provisions which relate to the! raising and
expenditure of public finance. Discuss these provisions with reference ! to any country

of the USP region. You should explain in your answer clearly why such provisions
are necessary and appropriate as part of the constitutional system.

Question 8

How are the provisions of a constitution formally changed or amended? Write an
essay explaining this with reference to at least two USP countries.




