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FIJI INDEPENDENCE ACT 1970
(CuartER 50)

ARRANGEMENT Ol SECTIONS

Section _
‘1. Fully respensible status of Tnji.
2. Consequential modifications of British Nationality Acts.
3. Retention of citizenship of United Kingdom and Colonies
, by certain citizens of Iiji.
4. Consequential medification of ather enactments,
5. Interpretation,

6. Short title.

SCHEDULES: )
Schedule I—Legislative powers of Fiji.
Schiedule Z2—Amendments not affecting the law of Fiji

An Act to make provision for, and in connection with, the attain-
ment by Fiji of Tully responsible sta{us within the Common-
wealth. [23rd July, 1970]

Bz 17 mxactrp by the Queen’s most Excellent Majestv, by and
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritval and Teraporal,
and Conm‘mns, in 1ihis presgnt Parliament assembled, and by the
authority of tlhe same, as follows

l.j(]) On and after 10th October 1970 (in this Act referred Tolly
to as “the appointed day ') Her Majesty’s Government in the reponsilie

United Ringdom shall have 10 responsibility for the government ;‘ff“ﬁ of
.o 355

of TFiji.

(2) No Act of ihe Parliament of the United Kingdom passed
on or after 1le appointed day shall extend, or be deemed to
extend, to Fiji as part of its lnw; and on and after that day the
Provisions of Schedule 1 to. this Act shall have effect with respect
to the lepislative pewers of T'iji,

2-—(1) On and atter the appointed day the British Naticnality Conscqoentiat
Acts 1948 to 1955 shall have efliget as il in section 1{3) of the oodifcations
Britisl, Nz-tlmnzdiiy Act 1948 (Commonwealth countries having f'aﬁ:;,i
Stparate ciizenship) there vwere added at the end the words acis.

and Fijj » 1945 ¢. 56,

(2)_]Ixcepf as provided by section 2 of this Act, any person
wlo mediately before {he appointed day is g citizen of the

Mited Kingdom and Colomies shall on that day cease to be
such a citizen if he becomes ou that day a citizen of Fiji,

(3) Section 8(2) of the British Nationality Act 1948 (registration

S citizens of the United Kingdom and Colonies of women who

have beep married to such citizens) shall not apply to a woman by

Virtue of her marviage to a person wlio on the appeinted day ceases

\voo bl?l sncl} a citizen .uu.de_r subscction (2)_ of this section, or who
wld have done g if living on the appointed day,

(\4.) In accordance with section 3(8) of the Wast Tndise sws ..
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3.——(1) Subject to subsection (5) of this scction, a person
shall not cease to be a ctvizen of the United Kinglom and Colonics
under section 2(2) of this Act if be, his (ather or his father's fathec—-

(«) was born in the United Kingdom or in a colony or an
associated state; or

(2) is or was a person naturalised in the United Kingdom
and Colonies; or

(c) was registered as a citizen of the United Kingdom and
Colonies; or

(d) became a British subject by reason of the annexation of
any territory included in a colony.

(2) ‘A person shall mot cease to-be a cilizen of the United
Kingdom and Colonies under the said section 2(2) if either—

(2) he was born In a protectorate or protectel state, or

(0) his father or his father’s father was so born and is or at
any time was a British subject.

{3) A woman who is the wie of a citizen of the United Kingdom
and Colonies shall not cease to be such a citizen under the said
section 2(2) unless her husband does so.

(4) Subject to subsection (3) of this scction, the reference in
subsection (1)(5) of this sectlon to 2 person naturalised in the
United Kingdom and Colonics shall include a person who would,
if Jiving immediately before the commencement of the British
Nationality Act 1948, have become a person naturalised in the
United Kingdom and Colonies by virtue of section 32(6) of that .
Act (persons given local naturalisation in a colony cr protectorate
before the commencement of that Act).

(5) In this section-—

(2) refercnces to a coloay shall be construed as not including
any territory which, on the appointed dav, is not a
colony for the-purposes of the Britishi Nationality
Act 1948 as that Act has cffect on that day, and accord-
ingly do not include TFiji, and
(&) references to a protectorate or protected state shall be
construed as not including any territory which, on
the appointed day, is not a protectorate or a protected
state (as the case may be) for the purposes of that Act
as it has effect on that day;
and subscction (1) of {his section shall nol apply to o pevion
by virtue of any certificate of nutwalisation grantied 01'.rcg131r:11‘c_mn
effected by tlie Governor or Government of a territory which
by virtue “of this subsection ia cxcluded {rom veferences in this
section to a colony, protectorate or protected state.

(6) Part IIT of the British Nutionality Act 1948 (supplt:morx?tal
provisions) as in force at the passing of this Act shall have eilect
for the purposes of this scction as if this section were included
in that Act.

4.—(1) Notwitlistanding anvihing in the Interpretation A-:’fr.
1889, the expression *‘ colony 7 in any Act af the Parliament of
the United Kingdorn passed on or after the appointed day shiall
not include [IFiji.
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(2) On and after the appoinicd day—
(a) the expression '‘ colony ™ in the Army Act 1955, the
Ajr Torce Act 1955 and the Naval Discipline Act 1957
shall not include Fiji, and
(8) in the definitions of “ Commonwealth force ™ in section
225(1) and 223(1) respectively of the said Acts of 1955,
and in the definttion of ** Commonwealth country ™ in
section 135(1) of the said Act of 1957, at the end there
shall be added the words “ or Fiji " ;
and no Order in Council made on or after the appointed day
under section 1 of the.Armed Forces Act 1966 which continues
eituer of the said Acts of 1955 in force for a furthes pe.iod shall
extend to Fiji as part of its law., ’

y

(3) On and after the appointéd day the provisons specified
in Schedule 2 to this Act-shall have effect subject to the amend-
ments specified respectively in that Schedule.

(4) Subsac im (3) of this sectim, and Schedule 2 to this Act,
shall not extend to [Fiji as part of its law.

5.—(1) In this Act, and in any amendment made by this Act
in any other enactiment, * [Fiii " mecans the territories which
imme iiately before the appointed day constitute the Colony of Fiji.

(2) References in this Act to any enactment are relerences to
that enactment as amended or extended by or under any other
enactment.

6. This Act may Le cited as the Fiji Independence Act 1970.
SCHLDULES

SCHEDULE 1
LegISLATIVE POWERS OF T

1. "he Colonial Laws Validity Act 1885 shall not apply toany
law made on or after the appoiated day by the legislature of Fiji.

2. No law and no provision ol any law made on ot after the
appointed day by that legislature shall be void or inoperative on
the ground that it is repugnont to the law of fngland, or to the
provisions of any Act of the Parliament of the United Kinpdom,
including this Act, or to any order, tule or regulation made under
any such Act, and accordingly the powers of that legislature shall
mclude the power to repeal or amand any such Act, order, rule o
regulation in so far as.it is part of the law of Fiji. :

3. The legislature of Fiji shall have full power to make laws
having extra-territorial operation.

4. Without prejudice to the generality of the preceding pro-
visions cf this Schedule—

(a) sections 735 and 736G of thie Merchant Shipping Act 1894
shall be construed as if references therein to the legislature
of a British pcisession did not include references to the
legisiature of Fiji; and ’

1855 ¢. 18,
1185 ¢, 18,
1957 e. 53,

1936 e 45.

Interpretation,

Short itle.

Section 1.

1835 ¢ 63

1884 c. 60,
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1890 ¢. 27. (8) sectica 4 of the Colonial Courts of Admiralty Act 1890
(whizh resuuives certain laws to be reserved for the signi-
fication of Fer Majesty’s pleasure or to contain a suspead-
ing clause) and so much of section 7 of that Act as refquires
the approval of Her Majesty in Council to any rules of
court for regulating ihe practice and procedure of a
Colonial Court of Admiralty shall cease to have effcct in
Fiji.

Section 4, SCI‘IEDULE 2
AMENDMENTS NOT ATFECTING THE LAW OF Frjr
Diplowmatic inmunitics

1852 c. 18, L. Insection 1(G) of the Diplomatic Immunitics (COmmm\W&ﬂlih
Countries and Republic of Ireland) Act 1932, before the word
“and " in the last place where it occurs there shall be inserted
the word  Fiji .

1961 ¢, 11, 2. In section 1(3) of the Diplomatic Immunities (Conferences
- with Commonwealth Countrics and Republic ¢f Ircland) Act 1961,

before the word *“ aud ” in the last place where it occurs there shall
be inserted the word Fiji v

Financiql

1958 e 8 3. In section 2(4) of the Import Duties Act 1858, befo-e the
‘ words *‘ together with "' there shall be inserted the word T,

Visiting forces

1933 e 8 4. In the Visiting Forces (Britizh Commonwealth) Act 1023,
section 4 (attachment and mutual powers of commiand) shall apply
1n relation to forces raised in Tiji as it applies to {0 ces 1aised

€ sed in
131 e ¢ Dominions within the meaning of the S{atute of Westmini.ter 1931,
22 & 25 < s -
ém_ 5. 5. In the Visiting Forces Act 1952
1952 . 7. (@) in paragr ph (a) of sectin H{1) (countries to which that
Act applies) at the end there shall be added the words
" Fijior R
(6) in section 10(1)(a), the expression colony " shall not
include Tiii;
and, until express provision with respect to Fiji is made by an
Order in Council under section 8 of that Act (application to visiting
forces of law relating to home forces), any such Order for the timo
bei:g in force shall be deemed to apply to visiting forces of Iiji.
Ships and aircraft
1694 c. 6, 5. In section 427(2) of the Merchant Shipping Act 1894, as set
1949 ¢ 43, out in section 2 of the Merchant Shipping (Salety Convention)

Act 1949, Lefore the words “ or in any " there shall be Lrerted the
words “‘ or T
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7. The Ships and Aircraft (Transfer Restriction) Act 1939 shall
not apply to any ship by reason only of its being registered in, or
licensed under the law of, Fiji; and theé penal provisions of that
Act shall not apply to persons in Fiji (but without prejudice to the
operation with respect to any ship to which that Act does apply
of the provisions thereof relating to the forfeiture of ships).

8. In the Whaling Industry (Regulation) Act 1934, the ex-
pression *‘ British ship to which this Act applies " shall not include
a British ship registered in Fiji. .

9. In section 2(7)(b) of the Civil Aviation (Licensing) Act 1960,
..._the expression “ colony *’ shall not include Fiji. C

Commonivealth Institute

10. In section 8(2) of the Imperial Institute Act 1925, as
amended by the Commonwealth Institute Act 1858 (power to vary
the provisions of the said Act of 1925 il an agreemnent for the
purpose is ynade with the governments of certain territories which
for the time being are contributing towards the expenses of the
Commonwealth Institute) at the end there shall be added the
words ““ and Fiji ",

1838 c. 70,

1834 c. 48,

1960 c. 38.

1925 ch. xvil.
1958 ¢. 16,



