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307 The Declaration set out below was adopted by the United Nations General
Assembly in Resolution 1514 (XV) on 14 December 1960. Eighty-nine
States voted for the resolution and none against: but there were nine
abstentions, viz., Porrugal, Spain, Union of South Africa, United King-
dom, United States, Australia, Belgium, Dominican Republic, and France.
The Declaration relates the normative development in the field of human
rights to the rights of national groups, and, in particular, the right of self-
determination. The Declaration, in conjunction with -the United Nations
Charter, supports the view that self-determination is now a legal principle,
and, although its precise ramifications are not yet determined, the principle
has great significance as a root of particular legal developments. The re-
solution on permanent sovereignry over natural resources (Supra, p. 238}
s an aspect of the principie. See also the Declaration on the Inadmissibiliry

of Intervention in Resclusion 2131 {(XX) of 14 January 1566, 5 In:

tional Legal Materials (39§6), p- 374, Gererally on self-determmin

Western Sahara (Adviscry Opinicn), I.C.J. Reports, 1975, p. 12 at :

31-3; Namibia (Advisory Opinion), ibid., 1971, p. 31. Whiteman, Digess,

v, Pp. 38-87; Brownlie, Principles of Public International Lasw, 1890, po.

595-8. Resolution 1514 (XV) is in the form of an authorirative interpreta-

tion of the Charter rather than a recommendation. For comment see

Waldock, 106 Recueil des cours I'académie de droit international (1862,

1), pp. 29-34; and Jennings and Warts (eds.), Oppenbeins’s Internations!

Law, Vol. 1, 9th ed., 1992, pp. 285-90, 713-15.

The General Assembly established as a subsidiary organ a Special Comi-
mittee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the De-
claration on the Granting of Independence by Resolution 1654 (XVD) of
27 November 1961. This consisted ar first of seventeen and later of
twenty-four states. In 1964 the Special Commirttee examined situations
and made recommendations in respect of fifty-five territories. In 1963 the
General Assembly decided to discontinue the Committee on information
from non-self-governing territories and to transfer its functions to the
Special Commirree.

308 TEXT

The General Assembly,

Mindful of the derermination proclaimed by the pecples of the
world in the Charter of the United Nations to reaffirm faith in
fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human
person, in the equal rights of men and women and of nations large
and small and to promote social progress and better srandards of
life in larger freedom,

Conscious of the need for the creation of conditions of stability
and well-being and peaceful and friendly relations based on re-
spect for the principles of equal rights and self-determination of all
peoples, and of universal respect for, and observance of, human
rights and fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to
race, sex, language or religion,

Recognizing the passionate yearning for freedom in all depend-
ent peoples and the decisive role of such peoples in the attainment
of their independence,




i

Aware of the increasing conflicts resulting from the denial of or
impediments in the way of the freedom of such peoples, which
constituts a serious threat to world.peace,

Considering the important role of the United Nations in as-
sisting the movement for independence in Trust and Non-Self-
Governing Territories,

Recognizing that the peoples of the world ardently desire the
end of colonialism in all its manifestations,

Convinced that the continued existence of colonialism prevents
the development of international economic co-operation, impedes
the social, cultural and economic development of dependent peoples
and militates against the United Nations ideal of universal peace,

Affirming that peoples may, for their own ends, freely dispose
of their natural wealth and resources without prejudice to any
obligations arising out of international economic co-operation,
based upon the principle of mutual benefit, and international law,

Believing that the process of liberation is irresistible and that, in
order to avoid serious crises, an end must be put to colonialism’
and all practices of segregation and discrimination associated
therewith,

Welcoming the emergence in recent years of a large number
of dependent territories into freedom and independence, and
recognizing the increasingly powerful trends towards freedom in
such territories which have not yer arrained independence,

Convinced :hat all peoples have an inalienable right to complete
freedom, the exercise of their sovereignty and the integrity of their
natioral territory, Solemnly proclaims the necessity of bringing to
a sp==dy and unconditional end colonialism in all its forms and

And to this
erlares that

The subjecrion of peoples to alien subjugation, demination and

tarion - utes a denial of fundamental human rights, is

~smerion of World prace anc

- have the right to self-determination; by virtue of
it thoy freely determine their political status and freely
pursue their economic, social and cultural development.

3. Inadequacy of political, economic, social or educational pre-
paredness should never serve as a pretext for delaying independence.

4. All armed action or repressive measures of all kinds directed
against dependent peoples shall cease in order to enable them to
exercise peacefully and freely their right to complete independence,
and the integrity of their national territory shall be respected.

5. Immediate steps shall be taken, in Trust and Non-Self-Governing
Territories or all other territories which have not yet attained
independence, to transfer all powers to the peoples of those ter-
ritories, without any conditions or reservations, in accordance with
their freely expressed will and desire, without any distinction as to
race, creed or colour, in order to enable them to enjoy complete
independence and freedom.

6. Any attempt aimed at the partial ‘or total disruption of the

national unity and the territorial integrity of a country is incom-
patible with the purposes and principles of the Charter of the

~ United Nations.

7. All States shall observe faithfully and strictly the provisions of
the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of
Hurman Rights and the present Declaration on the basis of equality,
non-interference in the internal affairs of all States, and respect for
the sovereign rights of all peoples and their territorial integrity.




