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KOSRAE LAND COURT

RULES OF PROCEDURE

RULE 1.
PREAMBLE.


These rules are adopted to assist the Kosrae Land Court to faithfully carry out the purpose for which the Court is created:  title investigation, title determination, registration of interests in lands within this State and to provide one system of filing all recorded interests in land.  Kosrae State Code, Section 11.603(1).  The jurisdiction of the Kosrae Land Court extends throughout the State of Kosrae and includes all matters concerning title of land and any interests therein.  Kosrae State Code, Section 11.604.

RULE 2.
Scope of Rules.

(a) SCOPE OF RULES.  These rules govern procedure for hearings of the Kosrae Land Court, and for the determination and registration of title and interests in land in Kosrae Land Court, pursuant to Kosrae State Code, Title 11, Chapter 6.   These rules are adopted in accordance with Kosrae State Code, Sections 11.604, 11.605 and 11.606.

(b) PURPOSE.  These rules shall be liberally constructed in order to promote their object and to assist the parties in obtaining just, speedy and inexpensive determination of every action and proceeding before the Court.

(c)
RULES NOT TO AFFECT JURISDICTION.  These rules shall not be construed to extend or limit the jurisdiction of the Kosrae Land Court as established by law.

RULE 3.
Suspension of Rules.

 In the interest of expediting decisions, or for other good cause shown, the Kosrae Land Court may suspend the requirements or provisions of any of these rules in a particular case on application of a party or on its own motion and may order proceedings in accordance with its discretion not inconsistent with law.

RULE 4.
Definitions.
The definitions contained Kosrae State Code, Section 11.602 are applicable to these Rules.  The following additional terms are defined for application in these rules:

(a) “Absolute fee simple title” means an estate in land limited absolutely to the owner and his heirs and assigns forever, without limitation or condition.  It is an estate which entitle the owner thereof to the entire property, with unconditional power of disposition during his life, and descending to persons specified by will or his heirs and legal representatives upon his death intestate.
(b) “Certificate of Title” means a document issued by the Court, after the time to appeal a Determination of Ownership has lapsed, or if an appeal was filed, after all appeals have been disposed of and the Determination of Ownership has been affirmed.  The document sets forth the names of all person or groups of persons holding interest in the land pursuant to the Determination of Ownership.
(c)  “Code of Judicial Conduct” means the Model Code of  Judicial Conduct adopted by the American Bar Association, 1998 Edition.
(d) “Conditional fee simple title” means a transfer of title in which the grantor conveys a fee simple estate in land on condition that some be done or not done, and if the condition is broken, the grantor has the right to eject the grantee from the property through Land Court proceedings.    Conditional fee simple title includes conveyances of land made from a parent or parents to a child or children pursuant to the Kosrae State Constitution, Article II, Section 3.
(e) “Determination of Ownership” means the determination made by a justice adjudicating title, right or interest of a person in land, entered on the records of the Court.
(f) “Disputed claim” means a claim or case in which more than one person claims an interest in the same parcel of land; or where there are different boundaries claimed by more than one person for the same parcel of land.
(g) “Easement” means an interest in land in and over which it is to be enjoyed by a person or by the public.  It is distinguished from a license which gives a personal privilege to do some act on the land owned by another person.
(h) “Encumbrance” means any right to or interest in land which may subsist in another to diminution of its value, but consistent with the passing of the fee, like a claim, lien, charge or liability attached to real property such as a mortgage; judgment lien, mechanic’s lien, lease, security interest, easement or right of way.
(i) “Estate” means the specified portion or quantum of an interest in land that show for how long the interest exists or should exist.
(j) “Interest in land” means every interest or estate, tenure or right in land, including, but not limited to, fee simple, easements, covenants that run with the land, riparian rights where applicable, leaseholds, life estates and profit a prendre.
(k) “Joint tenancy” means ownership of land in common  by several persons where there is a right of survivorship, where upon the death of one joint owner the land as a whole vests in the survivors, and can only be disposed of by will of the last surviving owner, by intestate succession by his heirs.  Each joint tenant must: be entitled to possess the whole of the land; have the same estate or interest in land; must have the same title through the same instrument; and must have the estate for the same time as the other joint tenants.  
(l) “Land” means all forms of real property, and including all permanent improvements and attachments thereto.
(m) “Lease” means any agreement which establishes the relationship of landlord and tenant with respect to real property; or lessor and lessee with response to real or personal property.
(n) “Leasehold” means an estate held under a lease.
(o) “Lessee” means the person to whom the property subject of the lease, is conveyed.
(p) “Lessor” means the person who coveys the property subject of the lease.
(q) “Near relative”  means any person of the immediate family and extending to a second cousin kinship.  Second cousins share one or more great-grandparents.  Near relative includes persons related by adoption.
(r) “Party” is one or more persons presenting a claim for an interest in a parcel of land, or a boundary of a parcel of land.  A party shall include the claimant or claimant’s representative.
(s) “Person” means a human being, a corporation or partnership, a government or entities of a government, a partnership, a church, a family or lineage, a group of heirs and other entities capable of owning title to or any interest in land. 
(t) “Quitclaim deed” means a deed of conveyance which operates as a release and is intended to pass any title, interest or claim which the grantor may have in the premises, but not professing that such title is valid.  A quitclaim deed does not contain any warranty or covenant for title under law or custom.
(u) “Tenancy in Common” means ownership of land where two or more persons are entitled to the land so that they have undivided possession.  No one of them is entitled to exclusive possession of any part of the land, each being entitled to the exclusive possession of any part of the land and to occupy the whole in common with the other title holders.  There is no right of survivorship and the heirs of each title holder inherit his share upon his death intestate.
(v) “Tenure” means the set of conditions or terms upon which a person holds an interest in land.
(w) “Title holder” means any person in whose name title to land is registered and who by law or custom hold such title for and on behalf of himself and other persons as beneficiaries.
(x) “Warranty deed” mean a deed of conveyance in which the grantor possesses fee simple ownership, quiet enjoyment, right to convey, freedom from encumbrances and defense of title as to all claims over the land.  The grantor warrant good clear title thereof to the grantee.
RULE 5.
DESIGNATION OF REGISTRATION AREA.

(a) Filing of Designation.  In accordance with Kosrae State Code, Section 11.612(1) and (2), the Principal Justice shall systemically designate registration areas for treatment within one year.  He shall assign himself and the Associate Justices specific registration areas.  Each individual justice shall be responsible for determining boundaries, title and registration of the parcels within his assigned area.

1. The Clerk of the Land Court shall file a designation of registration area with the Kosrae State Court.  The Kosrae State Court does not entertain any action which concerns in interest in land within the registration area unless the Kosrae State Court first determines that special cause exists for an action to proceed before the Land Court has disposed of the matter.  

2. If the Kosrae State Court does entertain an action which concerns an interest in land within the registration area, the Kosrae State Court shall notify the Kosrae Land Court promptly with accurate descriptions of the land involved in that action.

(b) Boundaries.  Upon designation of a registration area, a person qualified as a land surveyor under Kosrae State Code, Title 11, Chapter 3, and a land assessor of Kosrae Land Court, as assigned by the Principal Justice, shall make an accurate survey of the exterior boundary of the designated area, and of the claimed parcels within the designated area, placing markers at the authorization of the Justice.  Following issuance of a Certificate of Title, the assigned Justice ensures that the boundaries of the subject parcel are clear by permanent concrete markers, or by readily fixed and conspicuous land surface features.

(c)
Submission of Claim.  Any person claiming an interest in the land situated within the designated registration area(s) may present his or her claim to the Court in a form to be known as “State of Claim” and shall file his or her Statement of Claim with the Clerk of Court.  If the Clerk is not available, any Land Court Justice or Land Court employee may accept the Statement of Claim for filing, including any other papers presented by the claimant for filing.
(d)
Adversarial Claims.  Any person claiming an interest in land situated within the designated registration area(s) against any known or unknown person, and who desires adjudication of his claim, may file a Statement of Claim against his adversary. .  If the Clerk is not available, any Land Court Justice or Land Court employee may accept the Statement of Claim for filing, including any other papers presented by the claimant for filing.  
RULE 7.
DETERMINATION AND ADJUDICATION OF DISPUTED CLAIMS.

(a)
A disputed claim may arise before, during or after the inquiry is instituted, pursuant to Kosrae State Code, Section 11.612.  A disputed claim may also arise before, during, or after death of the title holder or a transaction involving the subject parcel.  The disputed claim may affect interest in a parcel, or boundaries of a parcel.

(b)
In any hearing where there is a disputed claim, the presiding Justice shall determine the order of presentation of each claim, regulate the course and conduct of the hearing, and rule upon the admissibility of testimony, documents and other evidence.   When there are more than two parties or two claimants, the presiding Justice shall determine the order in which the various parties shall present their witnesses, documents and other evidence.

(c)
The hearing shall proceed as follows:

1.
Opening statement by each party.

2.
An oath or affirmation is administered by a Court Reporter or Clerk of Court to each witness before he or she testifies. 

3.
Verbal examination of each claimant, claimant’s representatives and claimant’s witnesses.  Each witness shall be subject to direct examination by the party calling him, then be subject to cross-examination by each of the other claimants or parties.   Direct examination and cross examination shall address only the claimant’s basis for his claim, and his credibility.  The witness shall be subject to re-direct examination by the party calling him on matters raised in cross examination.   Each witness may be examined by the presiding Justice.  

4.
Each witness is subject to recall, with the permission of the presiding Justice, as necessary in the interest of justice.  

5.
Following the presentation of evidence submitted by all parties or claimants, each party shall present a closing argument.  The order of presentations of closing arguments shall be the same order as presentation of the opening statements.

6.
Each party shall be permitted to make a rebuttal argument.  Rebuttal argument shall be presented in the same order as the opening statements and closing arguments.

(d)
Each party or claimant may be represented by legal counsel.   All persons who represent another person at a Kosrae Land Court proceeding, as specified in Kosrae Land Court General Court Order 2002-2 shall be admitted to practice law in the State of Kosrae as a trial counselor or attorney, in accordance with the requirements of Kosrae State Court General Court Order 2001-5.

(e)
Upon adjudicating a claim, the Justice shall issue written findings and decision in accordance with Kosrae State Code, Section 11.612.  The written findings and decision shall include the following:

1.
name and number of parcel;

2.
the name or names of the persons found to have a lawful interest in the land and the respective nature of the interest in the land;

3. a detailed description of the boundaries determined in the action; and

4. a map or drawing of the parcel, which clearly shows the boundaries determined in the action, including reference to monuments and readily fixed, conspicuous land surface features.

RULE 8.
HEARING AND DETERMINATION OF HEIRSHIP

If a person whose title to or interest in land has been determined or is under advisement by the Court dies before the Determination of Ownership is entered, or a Certificate of Title issued to him or her, any heir may file a petition o the Court for determination of heirship.  Upon filing of the petition, the Court shall, after public notice, hear and determine any claim of heirship to that deceased person’s title or interest in the land.  A Determination of Heirship shall be entered by the Court and 

RULE 9.
Updating, Maintaining, and Recording of Transfers of 

Title and Encumbrances on Land.

(a) Updating. The Registrar shall log every transfer of title and every encumbrance on land in the Registrar’s Daily Log.  The Registrar and Assistant Registrar shall enter and log every transfer of title and every encumbrance on land into the Land Court Database System.

(b) Recording.  The Registrar maintains the Land Registry in which every transfer of title and every encumbrance is recorded.  The Land Registry shall also contain every Certificate of Title issued by the Kosrae State Land Commission or Kosrae Land Court 

Any predecessor agencies during TT Times which issued Certificates of Title?

1. Every document submitted for recordation shall be recorded when delivered to and accepted by the Registrar.  Every document shall be considered recorded at the time of such delivery and acceptance by the Registrar for recordation.

2. Documents which are submitted by mail for recordation shall be considered recorded on the date of receipt of the mailed document by the Registrar.

3. The Registrar shall have an official stamp, and shall stamp all documents accepted for recording.  The official stamp shall reflect the date and time of recordation, the document number, and shall be in the format shown below:

REGISTRAR’S OFFICIAL STAMP


Recorded this _______day of ______________________, 2001


At___________AM/PM as Document No. _________________


At Kosrae Land Court.







Registrar

(c)
Maintaining.  The Registrar organizes and maintains the Land Registry.  Original documents for transfer of title and encumbrance shall be presented to the Registrar for recordation.  A copy of the original document is maintained by the Registrar and entered into the Land Court Database System.  The Registrar keeps custody of all documents accepted for recordation, shall number and index those documents.  The Registrar ensures that documents accepted for recordation are properly executed and that the documents accurately reflect the nature of the transfer or encumbrance.  The Registrar shall refuse to record any document which is improper in form or execution. 

1.
A separate filing cabinet and system shall be maintained for all parcels of land which have been subject of a transfer of title or encumbrance.  The filing cabinet shall be secured in the vault. 

2.
A separate filing cabinet shall be maintained for all registered maps to ensure a reliable source of reference for identification of parcels and parcel boundaries.

RULE 9.
RELOCATION OF MONUMENTS

(a) A survey request form must be completed and submitted by the person making a request for relocation of a monument to the Clerk of Court.  The person making the request must be the registered owner and title holder of the subject parcel.   Where the parcel is owned by joint tenants or tenants-in-common, including “Heirs of _______________________”, each person who owns an interest in the parcel must consent in writing to the request for relocation of monument.  All required written consents shall be filed with the Clerk of Court before further action is taken.

(b)
Every survey request form must be approved by the Principal Justice. 



Following approval by the Principal Justice, a two-way memo is completed by the Principal Justice and submitted to the Division of Survey and Mapping for computation of boundary lines and area coverage.  

(c)
Prior to the survey being conducted, notice shall be given by the Kosrae Land Court to every registered owner or claimant of an adjacent land parcel.  The notice of the survey and relocation of a monument shall be given not less than five (5) days prior to the planed survey and relocation action.

(d)
The written consent of every affected owner or claimant of an adjacent land parcel is required before the survey and monument relocation is completed. 

RULE 10.
SUBDIVISION OF LAND PARCEL

(a)
A survey request form must be complete and submitted by the person making a request for subdivision of a parcel to the Clerk of Court.  The person making the request must be the registered owner and title holder of the parcel.  Where the parcel is owned by joint tenants or tenants-in-common, including “Heirs of _______”, each person who owns an interest in the parcel must consent in writing to the specific subdivision boundaries requested.  All required written consents shall be filed with the Clerk of Court before further action is taken.

(b)
Every survey request form must be approved by the Principal Justice.

Following approval by the Principal Justice, a two-way memo is completed by the Principal Justice and submitted to the Division of Survey and Mapping for computation of boundary lines and area coverage.  

(c)
A final map of the plat in which the parcel is situated is required before a subdivision of an included parcel can be completed.  If there is no final map of the subject plat completed, the subdivision of the parcel shall not be executed.

(d)
All subdivision requests shall be executed only on land parcels which are held under a Certificate of Title.  If title to a portion of the parcel has been transferred, the Certificate Holder of the portion of the parcel shall par for expenses incurred for monumentation of subdivision boundary lines.

RULE 11. TIMING OF SURVEY and PRIVATE SURVEY.

(a) All requests to Division of Survey and Mapping for computation of parcel boundary lines and area coverage shall be completed on a first-come-first-serve basis.

(b) If a person requests relocation of boundary monuments or subdivision of a parcel on an expedited basis, before his turn on the first-come-first-serve basis, the survey and computation may be completed after normal working hours, provided that the person requesting the expedited action shall pay for use of tools and equipment, and salary for overtime of personnel as follows:

1. A fee of $ 25 must be paid to the Department of Administration, Division of Finance.  A job order form is then filled out and filed at the office of the agency or department that is performing the survey work.  What agency or department?
Is this fee for rental of the tools and equipment? 

2. Laborers shall be paid overtime at the rate of 1.5 times the regular hourly rate.

Who is this paid to and when???

3. Supervisors shall be paid overtime at the rate of 2.0 time the regular hourly rate.

Who is this paid to and when???
4. Payment of workers shall be based upon the number of monuments or markers required to complete a relocation or subdivision.  A fee of $ 50 is charged for each marker or monument required for the relocation or subdivision.   A fee of 

$ 20 is charged for each additional marker or monument that is requested to be placed.  Workers shall be paid with equal shares of these fees.  

Is this paragraph in addition to 2 & 3 or instead of 2 & 3?

Is the payment to the workers due in advance, on the date of survey or later?

RULE 12.
SALE OF LAND.

(a) The owner of the parcel must surrender the Certificate of Title to the Registrar for title transfer.  If title to a parcel is held as joint tenants, tenants-in-common or “Heirs of ____________”, every owner or heir must consent in writing to the transfer of title.

What about heirs who are missing?  Requirement to track them down?  Notice?

(b) All documents, including agreements, consents, and deeds, concerning transfer of title shall be notarized and submitted to the Registrar for recordation.   Each document shall reflect the printed name and signature of each person signing the document, and the date of the signing.  Signatures which are executed at different times or in different locations must be notarized separately.   The signature page of each document may consist of as many duplicate pages as necessary for proper notarization of each signature.

(c) The Registrar shall not accept any document which is not properly notarized or does not comply with Rule 9.

(d)
The Registrar shall record the documents which are accepted for filing in accordance with Rule 9 and shall issue the new Certificate of Title to the new owner.

RULE 13.
Filing and Service.

(a) FILING.  Papers required or permitted to be filed in Kosrae Land Court shall be filed with the Clerk of Court.  Filing may be accomplished by hand delivery to the Clerk at Kosrae Land Court.  Filing may also be accomplished by first class mail addressed to the Clerk at Kosrae Land Court, P.O. Box _______, Kosrae, FM 96944.  Filing shall not be timely unless the papers are received by the Clerk within the time specified for filing.  Filing by fax is acceptable only for documents which are not notarized.  Filing by fax is subject to Kosrae State Court, General Court Order 1998-2 and shall be faxed to 370-_______.

(b)
SERVICE OF ALL PAPERS REQUIRED.  Copies of all papers filed by any party shall, at, before the time of filing, or within seven (7) days of filing, be served by a party or a person acting for him upon all other parties to the proceeding.  Service on a party represented by counsel shall be made on counsel.

(c)
MANNER OF SERVICE.  Service may be personal delivery, by first class mail or by facsimile.  Service includes personal delivery of the document to a clerk or other responsible person at the office of counsel or the party, or the dwelling house of counsel or the party.  Service by mail is complete on mailing.  Service by facsimile is complete upon complete fax transmission of the document.   The party completing service by fax transmission is responsible for verifying the receipt of the faxed document.  

(d)
PROOF OF SERVICE.  Papers presented for filing shall contain an acknowledgment of service by the person served or proof of service in the form of a statement of the date and manner of service and of the name of the person served, certified by the person who made the service.  Proof of service may appear on the document served, or be attached as a separate document to the paper filed.  The Clerk may permit papers to be filed without acknowledgment or proof of service but shall require such to be filed promptly thereafter.  

RULE 14.
Computation and Extension of Time.
(a)
COMPUTATION OF TIME.  In computing any period of time prescribed by these rules, an order of the court, or by any applicable statute, the day of the act, event or default from which the designated period of time begins to run shall not be included.  The last day of the period shall be included, unless it is a Friday, Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday, in which event the period extends until the end of the next day which is not a Friday, Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday.  When the period of time prescribed or allowed is less than seven (7) days, intermediate Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays shall be excluded from the computation.  As used in this rule, a “legal holiday” includes any day designated as a holiday by the President, FSM Congress, Governor of Kosrae State or Kosrae State Legislature.  

(b) ENLARGEMENT OF TIME.  The court for good cause shown may upon motion enlarge

the time prescribed by these rules or by its order for doing any act, or may permit an act to be done after the expiration of such time.

(c)
ADDITIONAL TIME AFTER SERVICE BY MAIL.  Whenever a party is required or permitted to do an act within a prescribed period after service of a paper upon him and the paper is served by first class mail, six (6) days shall be added to the prescribed period.

RULE 15.
MOTIONS.
(a)
CONTENT OF MOTIONS; RESPONSE; REPLY.  Unless another form is elsewhere prescribed by these rules, an application for an order or other relief shall be made by filing a motion for such order or relief with proof of service on all other parties.  The motion shall contain or be accompanied by any matter required by a specific provision of these rules governing such a motion, shall state with particularity the grounds on which it is based, shall contain a memorandum of points and authorities, and shall set forth the order or relief sought.  If a motion is supported by affidavits, exhibits or other papers, they shall be served and filed with the motion.  Any party opposing the motion shall file and serve his responsive papers within ten (10) days after the service of the motion upon him.  Motions for enlargement of time may be acted upon by the Court at any time, without awaiting a response thereto.  

(b)
FORM OF PAPERS; NUMBERS OF COPIES.  All papers relating to motions shall be typewritten.  One copy shall be filed with the original with the Clerk of Court.

RULE 16.
Duties of the Clerk.
(a)
GENERAL PROVISIONS.  The Office of the Clerk shall be open for filing during regular court business hours, as specified by General Court Order 1998-4, or as later superseded by court order.

(b)
THE DOCKET; CALENDAR: OTHER RECORDS REQUIRED. 

1.
The Clerk shall keep a book known as the docket, in which she shall enter

each case.  Cases shall be assigned consecutive file numbers, which shall be noted in the docket.  All papers filed with the Clerk shall be entered chronologically in the docket, and shall show the nature of each paper filed, decision, order or judgment entered.  The entries in the docket shall show the date that the entry is made.

2.
The Clerk shall set the date for hearing on cases at the direction of the Court and arrange for notice of hearing to all parties.

3.
The Clerk shall keep such other books and records as may be required by the Principal Land Court Justice or other justices of the Court.

(c)
NOTICE OF ORDERS OR JUDGMENTS.  Upon entry of a determination, order, decision or judgment, the Clerk shall arrange service of a copy of the determination, order, decision or judgment upon each party to the proceedings and as required under Kosrae State Code, Section 11.613.  

(d)
CUSTODY OF RECORDS AND PAPERS.  The Clerk shall have custody of the records and papers of the Court, except those documents kept in the custody of the Registrar, as specified in Rule 8.  She shall not permit any original record or paper to be taken from her custody except as authorized by order of the Court.  The Clerk shall preserve copies of briefs and other printed papers which are filed with her.

RULE 17.
Citations to Authorities.
The following citation forms shall be used in all documents filed with this Court.  A standardized format is used in order to promote clarity, completeness and easy ability to locate cited material.

(a)
FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA LEGAL AUTHORITY.


1.
FSM Supreme Court cases.  

(i)  Trial division.  Show volume, page, state of decision and year.



Lonno v. Trust Territory, 1 FSM Intrm. 53 (Kos. 1982).



(ii)  FSM Appellate Court cases.



Alaphonso v. FSM, 1 FSM Intrm. 209 (App. 1982).


2.
FSM Constitution.



FSM Const. Art. X, Section 3(a)


3.
FSM Statutes.



If codified:
40 FSMC Section 401



If uncodified:
Public Law No. 1-134, Section 2

(b)
TRUST TERRITORY LEGAL AUTHORITY


1.
Trust Territory High Court cases



(i)  Trial division.  Show volume, page, place of decision and year.



Bini v. Mwedriktok, 5 TTR 451 (Marsh. 1971)



(ii)  Appellate division.  



Trust Territory v. Tarkong, 5 TTR 549 (App. 1971)

(iii)
Non-reported cases or orders. Show name and number of case, court, name of document and date that document was entered by court.

Tenteru v. Salpasr, Judgment, Civil Action No. 400 (T.T.H.C. October 22, 1969)


2.
Trust Territory statutes.  Show title, section and year of code.



11 TTC Section 201 (1980)

(c)
KOSRAE STATE LEGAL AUTHORITY


1.
Kosrae State Court cases.



(i)   If reported in the FSM Interim Reporter.  Show volume, page, state and year.



Masao Langu v. State of Kosrae, 8 FSM Intrm. 427 (Kos. 1998)

(ii)  If not reported in the FSM Interim Reporter.  Show name and case number, name of document and date that document was entered by court. 

order or decision.

Joseph Ittu v. Stevenson Ittu, Order, Civil No. 55-96 (K.S.Ct. November 24, 1997).


2.
Kosrae State Statutes.



If codified:
Kosrae State Code, Section 11.601 or KSC, Section 11.601



If uncodified:
State Law 5-92, Section 11


3.
Kosrae State Regulations.



If numbered:
Regulation 11-1987, Section 1.2



If unnumbered:  Financial Management Regulations, Section 1.2

RULE 18.
Attorneys and Trial Counselors.

(a)
ADMISSION TO PRACTICE LAW.  Every trial counselor, attorney and every person representing another person in any Kosrae Land Court proceedings shall be admitted to practice law in the State of Kosrae pursuant to Kosrae State Court, General Court Order 2001-5.

(b)
DISCIPLINARY POWER OVER ATTORNEYS AND TRIAL COUNSELORS.  A Justice of the Kosrae Land Court may refer any trial counselor or attorney to the Chief Justice of the Kosrae State Court for appropriate disciplinary action, for conduct unbecoming a member of the bar, for failure to comply with these rules or any rule of this court or for failure to comply with the Model Rule of Professional Conduct.

(c)
REFERRAL FOR DISCIPLINARY ACTION.  A Justice of Kosrae Land Court, when referring a trial counselor or attorney to the Chief Justice of Kosrae State Court for disciplinary action, shall state in writing to the Chief Justice, the basis for the referral and submit any relevant facts or documents.
RULE 19.
Effective Date.

These Rules take effect on October 1, 2001.  They govern all matters thereafter commenced in Kosrae Land Court, and so far as just and practicable to all proceedings that are transferred to Kosrae Land Court from the Kosrae State Land Commission.

RULE 20.
Title.
These rules may be known and cited as the Kosrae Land Court Rules of Procedure.

They may be cited as “KLCRP”

Adopted this ______ day of September, 2001.

Yosiwo P. George
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Principal Justice, Kosrae Land Court
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